
Landscape Gardener and Engineer 
Joseph Henry Curtis created a site plan 
for the Park and the School Complex in 
1906 (now the Municipal Complex). J. H. 
Curtis attended Brown, MIT and was later 
the President of  Harvard . Known for his 
design of  Thuya Gardens in Maine.  

Not all his design ideas were realized, 
notice the location of  the Bandstand. 
However there was a path along Chestnut 
Street, which is gone today.

Early Beginnings

According to the Town website, lands that included Andover were purchased 

from the local Pennacook Chief Cutshamache for “six pounds of currency and a 

coat”, as well as permission for a local man named Roger (possibly pronounced 

“row-grr”) and his company to continue planting their corn and fishing alewives 

from the Cochicawicke Brook. While no records were found to ascertain the im-

portance of Roger, it is notable that a small stream (as well as other landmarks) 

bear his name. Who was this man and why was the Chief compelled to mention 

him in the bargain?  Cochicawicke Brook is located in present day North Andover, 

so why is a brook in downtown Andover named after him?  Could Roger’s Brook 

be the location where Roger grew his corn?  These are compelling questions and 

an intriguing part of the original Town history.

Rogers Brook flows through a flat valley formed between three low hills that 

include Carmel Hill, Pine Hill, and Academy Hill - site of the Andover Theological 

Seminary (present day Phillips Academy). 

The Mill, The Hill and The Till

“The Mill, the Hill, and the Till” is from an old Andover adage used to represent 

the three economies of the Town.  These included the mills that proliferated 

along the Shawsheen River, the hill upon which the Theological School (present 

day Philips Academy) was built, and the numerous agricultural fields that dotted 

the landscape.  This adage certainly applies to the project area, which presents 

all three in the form of the brook, the schools, and the play field.

       The Founding of  Andover             

Andover was bought from the Pennacook tribal chief  of  
Massachusetts for ‘six pounds and a coat’ and with the 
understanding that the Native, Roger, would have fishing and 
farming rights.  The event of  this Bargain is depicted in the 
Official Town seal. 

1646

1692 Plan of  Andover                                 

Roger’s Brook which 
flows north of  the 
Playstead and is now 
beneath The Park,  is 
one of  the earliest 
landmarks of  todays 
downtown Andover.

1795 Rogers Brook was used by 
a Tannery near Chestnut Street, 
described as a ‘never failing 
stream of  water’ 

Andover resident Benjamin Punchard donated 
$50,000 to the town, which was used to 
create the Punchard Free School, open to 
all residents (currently the location of  the 
Andover town offices).

1850

1868 A Fire destroyed the original 
Punchard High school Building. 

1872

1872 Map of  
Andover - Shows 
the location of  the 
Punchard school 
before Chestnut or 
Bartlet Street 

1872 Punchard School is rebuilt in the same style after the Fire 

The development of  the  Center District School 
(later called the John Dove School) south of  the 
Punchard High School is depicted in this 1884 
map (left) along with the planned location of  
future chestnut street. 

The Central Grammar School was built In 1888 
South of  the John Dove School. The Original 
building was destroyed in a fire in 1894, but then 
rebuilt in the same style and renamed Stowe 
School after Harriet Beecher Stowe. (below) 

1884 1888

Before the Park was 
developed, the land 
belonged to the 
Richardson family and 
was used for pasture, 
shown here (left)

 The land was purchased 
in 1899, and the first 
paths were introduced in 
1900

In the early days of  the park, Rogers brook 
formed a pool or pond just before the bridge.

Curvilinear paths and Rogers Brook 
flowed through the early design of  
the park for a gardenesque appeal

1900 1904 19131910 1915 1926

1910 plan and elevation of  the bandstand. Designed by Perley 
F. Gilbert  who  graduated from Punchard Free School, Phillips 
Academy, and MIT. 

1910 -The Jackson School was 
built  east of  the Stowe School 
and named after the minister of  
West Parish Church Reverend 
Samuel Jackson (in Background) 

1904 Funding was approved to building 
a central heating plant at the school

1917 An addition was added to the Punchard High School which is still standing today. 
Designed by Addison B. LeBoutillier

1926 Playstead  Grading & Drainage 
Morse & Dickinson

1924 Bleachers were built and moved seasonally form the baseball diamond to the 
football field.  

Plan for the Bleachers (Right) 1920’s Class on the Bleachers with the power plant behind 
(below)

1928 Plan of  walkways by 
Morse & Dickinson  Engneers. 
Boston & Haverhill Mass.  

1926 Map of  Andover 

Over time, Rogers Brook lost its pond and 
became more and more channelized.

 A small wear or spillway  can be 
seen just under the bridge arch.

Time-line is for Illustrative purposes only. Actual 
dates for the historical photographs and postcards is 
unknown. 

A Special Thanks to the Town of  Andover, “The Public 
Realm,” The Park Playstead and Municipal Complex 
Plan (2015), Andover Historical Society , and the 
Andover Engineering Department for the information 
and assistance in generating this illustrative time-line

Memorial Circle is developed to provide 
veterans housing. 12 Buildings designed 
by Clinton C. Goodwin were built, with a 
total of  56 dwellings 

1952 Central Elementary School was built

(renamed in 1988 to Doherty Middle School)

1954 Areal of  the Municipal Complex

1961 Main St in the Background and 
Rogers Brook in the foreground1940’s Areal of  downtown Andover

1957 Areal of  Andover looking 
past the Playstead. 

1960’s Chestnut Court and Stowe 
Ct Roads were developed, along 
with the Housing  built by the 
Andover housing Authority

1989 Photo of  Clowntown which began at the Andover Junior Highs School in the 
1950’s . It was relocated to the Park in the 1980’s 

1981 Stowe School Burned 
down (suspected Arson)  

1982 the Jackson School was 
Demolished 

Sometime in the 1980’s the Path system in 
the park was reconfigured to the current day 
layout. 

1984 Building renovations and the separation of  
Whitter Street into two parking lots

1980 Cheryle Trela, 15, in the Bandstand. 

1995 Aerial Photo of  the Park and 
Municipal Complex

1998 Aerial Photo of  
Downtown Andover 
with the Park and 
Municipal Complex on 
the Left

1990+ Community 
Yard Sales begin in 
the Park 
Photo Source: Patch.com 

19511940 1957 1968 1982 1990’s 2000’s 20121971

1968 Rogers brook was put underground.  A large 
trench was dug through the center of  the park to 
place a six-foot conduit. 2000 The “Twinning” Garden is constructed in the park to 

commemorate the Twin City Agreement between the Towns of  
Andover MA, USA and Andover UK. 

2004 World War II 
Memorial is dedicated 

2006 Vietnam  War 
Monument Dedicated 

2008 Korean War Monument Dedicated 

2010 Memorial Auditorium front entrance renovation 
was completed and the Auditorium was re-dedicated 

  2012 The Youth Center was completed 
and the parking was reconfigured                                                              

2017 New playground opens across 
from the Doherty Middle school on 
Bartlet Street                                       

The site of  the playgound was 
formally the site of  The Hurley 
property at 56 Bartlet St.,                     

1936 1938

The Nearby Cochran Bird Sanctuary gates were built 
in 1932 from a design by Stuart Travis 1932 A WWI Howitzer 

Cannon is placed in 
the park. The German 
Cannon is a trophy 
captured by American 
forces 

1936 Memorial Auditorium is completed 

The old Punchard building was 
demolished and a new structure was built 
as a response to the growing need for 
more classroom space.

1936 Historic Flood of  Rogers Brook 

1937 The Playstead was improved with a 
football field, track and baseball diamond

1984 the Bandstand 
was refurbished.  


